PRODUCERS ON DIRECTORS

Richard J. Bosner

Reflections on Fruitvale, Sundance and director Ryan Coogler

ByRobertGoldrich
Producer Richard J. Bosmier recalled has
firt meeting with Ryan Coogler, directar of

“Fwentysix years old, a USC Film School
graduate. a really smart, educated meg” i
Bosner of Coogler. “He has a great serse of
what's needed, of what he warded. Some-
the filmmaker never went o flm school,
never made a shart fm, yet thinks he ain
do itall himself

“They don’t know how io let go and let
differert departments do what they are
supposed 10 do,” continued Boxner “On
Bﬂd,ﬂ,mhad:dcpumuule

lhetdt-ofwlﬁm

Everyone locked to for his vision yet
he tnaded everyane to et whit he wanted.
No coe was micromanaged. Everybody's
opinion was vadued”

Indeed judges and attendees . the
2013 Sundance Film Festival valued Fruit-
vale which won bath the US. Drumatic
Crand Jury Award and the US. Drumatic
Andience Award. The &lm becune the
darding of the Sundance Fest.

A drama bhased on the reallife 2X09
shooting desth of young, unarmed Afri-
cn-American man Oscar Crant by a law
enforoement trarsit officer at a Bay Area
Rapid Transit (RART) station in the Fruit-
vale section of Oekland, Gall., Fruitvale
marked Coagler’s directorial debut.

Bosner served as line producer on the
credit to date.

Nina Yang Bongiovi, cne of the pro-
docers on Fruitval: dong with Forest
contacted Bosner based an his extensive
commercials and corporate films shot in
the Bay Area

Bosner had some ncems going

'“hlnmnglnkmgplmeondte
BART systemn and it the actual Fruitvale
sttion where Oscar was shot, we had to
be cancerned about everybody's safety”
he sid. “This was an event that didnt
happen that long a0 and we didn't want
bﬁdughnddluaimalalpdm
the comm

The project reunited Basner with pro-
dixtion desigmer Hannah Beachler The

two Birst met cach other at Wright State in
Diyton, Ohio, where Bosner studied for
a semester.

In fat Bosner and Beachler are both

is profiled separstely in this isse's Gn-
ematographens Series fetature). “We had
a very tightknit crew that worked well
togther.” said Bosner.

Up the ladder

Starting his mireer as a production as-
sistant, Bosner worked on American Idol
for contestant andition sesdons in San
for  Francdsco. He later went to Los Angeles to
contirme on Ameriozn Idol

Trained at the Academy of Art in San
Francisco, Bosner moved up to produc-
tion coordinator on sxch Bms as The Se-
crets of Jonathan Sperry in New York and
LA Mission in San Francisoo.

The latter was an offical Sundance
-alu!n:n mm Bt-nergzﬂlﬂd "™
to Ryan and Sean’s Not So Exoedlent Ad-

venture in LA and Al Abowt Fasd in the
Bay Arca

He then assumed the producer and/or
line producer role on varied in
films in the Bay Area sach as In
Time: (Ene producer/producer), The Cha-
teau Merowx (line producer) and Carden
of Eden (producer an this &lm directed by
Caralyn Cvallero).

In between longform asdgnments,
Bosner took on assorted commercials
in Narthern California for the likes of
Blackberry, Hewlett Packard, Orade and
Bausch + Lamh,
projects o come spanning festures and
commercials. Fruifiole stars Michad B.
]ulh:ﬁu&mCmﬂ,&!nm

s also 2 co-exeautive producer
af the feature &lm. “To see the response
this film has potten has been gratifying.”
affirmed Bosner.

The buzm about the Blm, which will

by The Weinstein
Company lier thas year, extends well be-
yood Sundance to the Oscars, with some
synresting that it could be on a traj

akin to Beasts of the Sowthern Wild, 2 little
known independent film that went an to

be rddeased

awards show anence.

A hit of history bodes well for Fruit-

s prospects on the mwards show
circuit. Fratvale is the find 8lm sinoe
Preciows in 2009 to win hoth the US Dra-
matic Jury and Andience Awards i the
Sundance Film Festival

Precious went on to scare assorted hon-
ors in 2010, induding two Owcars (Best
Actress) and a total of sx nominaions, in-
cluding for Best Picture and Best Director
(Lee Danids). Precous also carned Dan-
ieds a DCA Award nomination.

Eric Stern, John Benet

At the same time, Sern noted that
Inarritu serves as producer an marny fes-
ture films, induding several he's directed.
“He has a producer’s brain and will grive
and push for what he's afier, always very
much aware of the bigger picture and the
producer’s side of things to make it all
come together”

Location, location, location

Benet added that the rdentlosness |

ET TR ——
all ather aspects, induding locations. For
“The Things That Connet Us” Fnarritu
envisaned a wooden Jogr across a river as
conveying the “bridge”™ concept so inte-
gral to the Facebook brund. “We looked
for a river we could put a log acrae. We
loaked all over for the right location and
couldn’t find it,” sid Benet. “Finally we
were in this place in Fortland where you
have to hike past mounds of trees to gt

everywhere. Algandro hiked to 2 gorge
about a half mile down and there was the
perfect sight—a gigantic tree over the wa-
ter. Alejandro is a comhiration of nterse
drive mixed with a belief in ipi
the belief that you will find that dement
that makes it all special ™

Stern noted, "Abeandro also did that
with the Facebook spat in the streets of

lined up. With Alejandro you have to be
patient that he will find what his vision
alls for He sces something that you

hadn't planned for or finds something you  prep

couldn't find and uses  to make the work
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better. | remember him coming upon a
swarm of river Sies [2 by a perfed beam
of sunfight while we were in the middle
of nowhere [an the Facebook shoot] He is
open to serendipitous moments.”

But there's more than serendipity to
Inarrity's saccess. “He is ncredibly sedec-
tive about his " assessed Stern.
“He's very busy as a filmmaker, with proj-
ects across all kinds of media. When he
runs across a great idea and his availabil-
ity matches up, he takes full advantage of
duwm&udqpommtym::;n-hl
woice as a flmmaker.”

And apencies, cortinued Stermn, are
trusting of that voice. “The creatives ot
Wiedent Kennedy are amaxing partners
and incredibly trasting of Alejandro to
deliver all the camponents of a project as
he sees fit. Managing that process is some-
thing John and [ did hand in hand during
and shoating of the Faoebook spot.
It’s an honor to be part of that process”



